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i*  Sisgoa ,  1  *Jiasts*l&w  gicUficMlc  AfiUztolag . 

• 

a.  Klee  ion:  The  Contending  Officer,  97th  Military  Police  Battalion, 
provides  Military  Police  direct  support  and  Provost  Marshal  type  services 
in  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  South  to  Sub  Area  Contenders,  Tactical  Unit  Com- 
Banders,  commanders  without  Military  Police  assigned  support  and  others  as 
directed  by  the  Commanding  Officer,  16th  Military  Police  Group,  utilising 
personnel  and  oquipment  resources  assigned  and/or  attached  to  the  97th  Mil¬ 
itary  Police  Battalion.  The  missions  below  aro  listed  in  order  of  prior¬ 
ities  used  to  fulfill  coemitments  assigned  to  the  unit: 

(1)  Support  of  tactical  operations. 

(2)  Evacuation  of  PV  and  control  of  PW's  in  US  custody. 

(3)  Specialised  physical  security  measures  critioal  to  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  combat  operations. 

(4)  Disclplins,  law  and  order. 

(5)  Physical  security  measures  for  sensitive  installations  and 
elaaalflad  material. 


b.  Organisation:  (Sea  Inolosure  1) 

a 

o.  far  flgaoaatl,  AetUaMBto  Mdl 

(1)  Assignments: 


(a)  LTC  Robert  Re  inks,  to  CO, -97th  MP  Bn;  PM  II  CTZ  South, 
TV  March  1968. 


FOft  OT  fcP 

6&ZI03 


(b)  1LT  Jerome  S.  McAfee,  D/51at  Inf,  1  ferch  1968. 

(c)  1LT  Jeffrey  W.  Milson,  D/51st  Inf,  23  March  1968. 

(d)  1LT  Ernest  J.  Wallace  Jr,  C/54th  Inf_,  1  April  196S. 
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(•)  1LT  Gregory  M«  Dunn,  Aa>t  S-2/3,  24  April  1968, 

(f)  2LT  Dwight  X.  Rott*nb*rg,  Q/54th  Inf,  15  February  1968. 


(g)  JB/15G  Idvard  F,  frdth,  630th  HP  Co,  23  February  1968. 

(2)  Departure#! 

(a)  LTC  Villiaa  C.  D*Lapp  III,  00  97th  HP  Ifc,  PM  II  CTZ 
South,  d*o*a**d,  8  March  1968. 

(b)  LTC  Xmeat  I.  Talbot,  CO  178th  HP  D*t  (PM),  to  Ft  May¬ 
or,  Virginia, 

(o)  MAJ  John  J.  Flood,  PM  CRBSAC,  to  PM  Hu*-Phu  Bai,  RVN, 

(d)  1LT  Juargen  K.  Parpart,  Aast  S-2/3,  to  USATC,  Ft  Lewie, 

Ifcahlngton. 

•  (•)  1LT  Willi an  S.  Strong,  D/51»t  Inf,  to  Ft  Hood,  Taxaa. 

(f)  1LT  Richard  A.  O'Heill,  218th  MP  Co,  to  Co  B,  504th 

MP  ftu 

(g)  1LT  Willi**  J,  Janoua,  C/54th  Inf,  to  Infantry  School, 

Ft  Inning,  Oeorgia. 

(h)  1LT  Loula  Cook,  D/51*t  Inf,  to  Ft  Caraon,  Colorado, 

(1)  1LT  Robert  Roundaarill*,  C/54th  Inf,  to  1st  Car  Division. 

(j)  ffi/lSG  Tuagy  Raaaona,  218th  MP  Co,  Modevac  to  CORDS. 

(k)  B8/1SG  John  McSparron,  C/54th  Inf,  to  ETS. 

6.  Pereonnel.  Morale  and  Welfare! 


(1)  Th*  arorago  daily  itrength  during  Fobruary  va*  686.  March 
and  April  651 .  Thia  oonparea  with  an  authorised  total  strength  of 
ffficera,  N00'*  and  EM. 


(2)  Moralo  remains  high  oa  aridencod  by  12  voluntary  oxt*nslona 
of  overseas  tours. 


(3)  Participation  in  Seringa  Bond  Program  is  21JC  and  Soldier's 
and  Sailor's  Dopoait 
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(4)  Awards  and  Decorations! 

(a)  Silver  Star:  2 

(b)  Bronzo  Star  (Valor) »  6 

•  (o)  Ekonso  Star  (Merit)  I 

(d)  Army  Commendation  Medal  w/"V"  Device:  2. 

•  ** 

(e)  Array  Coaaondatlon  Medal  (Merit)  t  22 

(f)  Purple  Heart:  H 

(g)  18th  MP  Bdo  Certificate  of  Achievanont: 

(5)  Disciplinary  Action: 

(a)  Spocial  Courts  Martial:  2 

(b)  Suanary  Courts  Martial:  4 

(c)  Artido  15*  66 

(6)  All  R&R  allocations  receivod  during  tho  roporting  period 
were  utilised. 

(7)  Civic  Action: 

(a)  Tho  major  offort  of  the  Battalion's  Civic  Action  Pro¬ 
gram  during  tho  reporting  period  has  been  directed  towards  aid  to  refugees 
end  victims  of  the  "TET"  aggression.  During  this  period  the  following  was 
donated! 


1.  720  pounds  of  foodstuffs  to  orphanages  at  Be  Ngoi 
and  Phan  Rang,  consisting  of  csrsal,  flour,  fruit,  potatoes,  rics,  cake, 
and  candy* 

2.  115,962  VN  contributed  to  the  Cam  Ranh  Bay  "TET" 
Relief  Fund.  Money  was  obtained  through  voluntary  contributions  from 
members  of  the  Battalion. 

3.  300  pounds  of  soap  and  cohort  items,  i.e.,  cloth¬ 
ing,  etc.,  was  contributed  to  Tan  An  Hamlet  near  Phan  Rang  by  members  of 
the  Battalion. 

4.  Ninety  (90)  gallons  of  gasoline,  fifty-five  (55) 
gallons  diesel  and  fifty-five  (55)  gallon*  of  oil  and  lubricants  were 
contributed  to  National  Police  during  the  "TET"  period. 
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(b)  fh#  218th  Military  Polio#  Company  raquaatad  and  ra- 
oaivad  two  aingla  Rational  Polioaman  to  liTa  with  th#  unit  at  Caap  Mc¬ 
Dermott,  Hha  Trang,  Thaa#  policeman  lira  and  work  with  tht  Military 
Polio#,  and  th*ir  praaeno#  and  friendship  with  tha  aan  of  tha  218th  MP 
Ccapany  will  ask#  a  lasting  contribution  to  U3/VN  ralationahip#  • 

(8)  Self-Help: 

(a)  Conplat*  ranomtion  and  painting  of  tha  Battalion  Head¬ 
quarter*  vaa  completed  on  4  April  1968* 

(b)  Company  aupply  roan*  vara  r amoved  free  troop  billeta 
and  plaoad  In  Wafatoo  tanta  to  pro rid*  nora  living  apac#  for  tha  nan.  Unit 
ana  roan*  war*  oonatruotad  in  tha  ordarly  rocn  quonaeta  to  provide  batter 
security  for  vaapona  and  add  additional  troop  living  apaca  in  tha  barracka 
araaa  whara  tha  anu  roooa  vara  fomarly  located. 

(c)  Unit  day  roona  vara  ranodled  and  partitioned  to  provide 
a  operate  TV,  Writing  and  Gaao  Roooa. 

a 

(d)  Work  vaa  atartod  to  raaodol  a  quonaot  hut  looatod  aoroaa 
free  Battalion  Haadquartora  into  a  BOQ  for  company  contaandora  and  ataff . 
Too  centralised  BOQ  at  Can  Ranh  Bay  is  located  too  great  a  diatanco  free 
the  Battalion  area  to  allow  rapid  roeponso  fay  the  coanandora  and  ataff  in 
emergency  situation*.  Tha  quartering  of  coaeandera  and  staff  in  tho  Bat¬ 
talion  area  will  dacreaao  tho  roaction  tine  of  units  of  the  Battalion  lo¬ 
cated  at  C*e  Ranh  Bay, 

a.  Tntfll teopco  «rd  Ccuntor-Intelilgonco: 

(1)  Countor-Sntolligonce  inspection*  wore  conductod  at  thi*  haad- 
quartora  and  at  all  of  its  subordinate  units  during  the  reporting  period. 

(2)  No  administrative  aocurity  violations  occurred  within  thi# 
haadquartora , 

(3)  Iniolligenc3  Spot  Reports  procoased:  22 

(4)  Security  Actions  procossed: 

(a)  Socrot  cloarances  validated:  0 

(b)  Confidantial  clearances  grantol:  4 

(c)  Crypto  Aocass  clearances  granted:  £ 

(d)  Bryi‘f‘  fox.  clearance  initiated:  11 
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(5)  Intelligence  ia  collected  frca  the  following  sources » 

(a)  Intelligence  Spot  Reports  froa  subordinate  units. 

(b)  Intelligence  Sumaeriea  froa  higher  headquarters. 

(c)  MACV  Adriaor  Teaaa  on  QL  jfl  froa  Phan  Rang  to  Phu  Kiep. 

(d)  Weekly  intelligence  briefing  conducted  by  Can  Ranh  Bay 
Support  Ccmoand. 

t*  Operations  and  Training; 

(l)  This  Battalion  van  engaged  in  nine  (9)  days  of  combat  opera¬ 
tions  during  the  period  31  January  to  8  February  1968  and  was  engaged  in 
eighty-one  (81)  days  of  normal  operations  and  training.  Zero  daya  move¬ 
ment  was  experienced  by  this  headquarters. 

(a)  During  the  period  29  Janucry  to  8  February  1968  elements 
of  the  .97th  Military  Police  Battalion  participated  in  combat  actions  dur¬ 
ing  the  *TET"  aggression  (Soo  Inclosure  2). 

(b)  Tho  218th  Military  Police  Company  moved  its  headquarters 
and  two  platoons  to  Nha  Ixang  to  replace  A/504th  HP  Eh  on  29  Fobruary  1968. 
Qno  squad,  218th  HP  Co,  stationed  in  Dalat,  and  ono  squad,  218th  HP  Co/ 
stationed  in  Ban  Me  Thout,  wore  withdrawn  from  thoso  locations  on  29  Feb¬ 
ruary  1968  and  14  March  1968,  respectively,  to  join  company  hecdquartors 
in  Nha  Irang,  Ono  platoon  from  218th  MP  Co  assumed  tho  mission  of  one 
platoon  V504th  MP  En  in  Phu  Hiop  on  1  April  1968. 

(c)  Tho  630th  Military  Police  Cotspmy  assumod  tho  responsi¬ 
bility  to  furnish  one  squad  of  Military  Police  at  Dalat  to  replaco  the 
itquad  of  tho  218th  MP  Co  which  vas  withdrawn.  Squad  of  218th  MP  Company 
in  Ban  Me  Thout  was  replacod  by  a  squad  from  B/504th  MP  Eh  in  a  realign¬ 
ment  of  Battalion  areas  cf  responsibility.  Tho  504th  MP  Bi  assmod  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  west  and  northwost  protions  of  II  CTZ,  and  the  97th  MP 

Bn  assumed  responsibility  for  the  south  and  southeast  portions  of  II  CTZ. 

(d)  Tho  Battalion  utilized  five  (5)  armored  1/4  ton  trucks 
and  fiftoon  ( 1 5)  non  to  assist  convoys  resupplying  Bon  Mo  Thout  from  17 
to  23  February  and  15  to  23  March  1968,  These  convoys  were  combined  ven- 
turas  held  in  conjunction  with  tho  opening  of  QL  #21  by  ROK  and  ARVN  For¬ 
ces,  The  Battalion  supplied  four  (4)  armored  joros  por  convoy  and  ono  (1) 
armored  jeep  at  Due  My  for  traffic  control  during  ontiro  operating  per¬ 
iods. 
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(•)  On  19  February  1968  th*  178th  Military  Polio*  D*taoh- 
ment  vu  assigned  to  th*  97th  Military  Polic*  Battalion.  Th*  Battalion 
Co— nd«r  of  th*  97th  MP  Bn  thui  b*oan*  th*  Cowasndlag  Offio«r  of  th* 

178th  MP  Oat  and  Proyoit  Marahal  of  II  CTZ  South.  Th*  principl*  advan¬ 
tage  of  th*  Coamndcr/Proroit  Marshal  concept  li*«  in  th*  opportunity 
for  th*  Couandor  to  control  all  available  raiouro**.  Thai*  r**ourc** 

•ay  than  b*  employed  aooording  to  d*duo*d  and/or  **tabliih*d  prioriti** 
that  provide  th*  bait  organisation  of  Military  Polic*  services  for  th* 
oCMwnd.  This  concept  anablss  th*  rapid  shift  of  r*sourc*i  to  B**t  lo- 
oal  emergencies  and  requirements  on  a  « elective  and  priority  basil,  thus 
providing  for  a  timely,  maximum  Military  Polic*  sffort  at  oritioal  loca¬ 
tions.  In  this  connection,  a  major  function  is  th*  closo  and  oontinuous 
liaison  with  supported  coooandara,  installations  and  activities. 

(f)  LTC  Villi aa  G.  DeLapp  III,  Battalion  Coanandar/Provost 
Marshal,  II  CTZ  South,  was  killed  on  8  March  1968  in  Phu  Hi*p,  while  on 
an  inspection  tour  in  his  oa pa city  aa  Provost  Marshal,  II  CTZ  South.  LTC 
Delapp  use  observing  81m  mortar  fir*  directed  at  suspected  an  any  el  manta 
by  the  5/27 th  Artillery,  Phu  Hi«p,  Thr**  rounds  were  fired  -  one  illiminat- 
ing  found  and  tvo  rounds  to  settle  th*  bas*  plat*  of  the  mortar.  Th* 
third  round  landed  520  maters  short  of  the  target  area,  striking  near  the 
vioinity  of  LIC  Delapp,  LTC  House  (5/27th  Arty)  and  CV  Boguclci  (5/27th 
Arty).  LTC  DeLapp  vas  pronounced  deiul  at  the  91st  Enc  Hospital  (SK9C), 

Ivy  Boa,  as  a  result  of  schrapnel  wounds  to  the  neck. 

LTC  Robert  Rainke  assumed  command  of  the  97th  Military  Polico  Battal¬ 
ion  on  11  March  1968. 

(g)  On  8  April  1968  one  squad  of  Military  Policemen  frost 
the  218th  Military  Police  Company  participated  in  a  combined  cordon  and 
search  operation  in  Phu  Hiop.  This  move  was  implemented  to  reduce  black 
marketing  and  to  detain  suspected  Viet  Cong  in  the  area.  In  addition  to 
being  a  physical  measure  taken  against  black  marketeers  and  Viet  Cong, 
th*  operation  had  a  psychological  Impact  on  the  local  population,  dm» 
onstrating  LJS/VH  cooperation  and  interest  in  the  security  of  Phu  Hi*p. 

(h)  The  830th  Military  Polico  Company  providod  an  addition¬ 
al  four  (4)  MP*s  and  tvo  (2)  vehicles  for  socurity  at  the  opening  of  )$r 
Ca  Bridge  on  17  April  1968. 

(i)  On  25  April  1968  a  warning  ordor  vas  received  to  move 
on*  platoon  of  C/54th  Infantry  to  assume  responsibility  for  the  Ausmini- 
tion  Supply  Point  in  Ploiku.  The  platoon  closoc.  in  Plciku  at  2230  hrs, 

27  April  1968,  Tlio  platoon  is  attached  to  Company  B,  504th  MP  Bh  for 
administrative  and  logistical  support. 
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(l)  During  tho  roporting  poriod  the  Battalion  sustained 
two  oparational  fatalitios.  PFC  Nagy  was  killed  vhon  a  coaaand  deto- 
natod  mino  was  exploded  undor  tho  convoy  escort  vohiclo  ho  was  driving. 
PPG  Nagy  was  killed  instantly,  with  tho  other  two  porsonnol  in  the  vehi¬ 
cle  roqoiving  third  dogroo  burns  ovor  35  por  cont  of  thoir  bodios.  PFC 
Cafrelii  was  killed  on  a  routino  patrol  whon  his  vohiclo  overturned  at 
Can  Ranh  Bay. 

(2)  Sorious  Incidonta  Roports  procosaod:  22J 

(3)  Convoys  Escortod: 

(a)  Number  of  MP  nan-days  expended:  1236 

(b)  Average  nunber  of  kn's  per  convoy:  318 

(c)  Average  rnrabor  of  MP  vehicles  used:  2,13 

(4)  Detainees  and  PU’a  Escorted: 

(a)  Number  of  detainees  processed:  108 

(b)  Nunber  of  FW*s  evacuated:  £4 

(c)  Nunber  of  nan-days  utilised  in  FVf  escorts:  84 

(5)  Nunber  of  joint  patrols  and  checkpoints  in  operation:  24 

g,  Coanxmications  Activitios: 

(1)  Nunber  of  massages  processed:  108 

(2)  On  5  March  1968  the  69th  Signal  Battalion,  fron  whoa  the 
97th  MP  Bn  had  band  recaipted  its  RTT,  requested  and  obtained  the  re¬ 
turn  of  their  ANGR/46.  On  20  March  1968  tho  97th  MP  3n  was  hand  receipt¬ 
ed  an  ANGR/46  free  Cam  Ranh  Bay  Depot  to  replace  the  RTT  that  was  return¬ 
ed  to  the  69th  Signal  Battalion. 

h.  Logistics  and  Maintenance:  Total  equipment  mileage  for  report¬ 
ing  period  was  45£lvDl£  milos. 


7 


FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


mar-j  13  *y  1966 

®OBJICT»  Operational  Report  of  97th  Military  Polio*  Ihttalion  for  Per¬ 
iod  ftidlng  30  April  I960,  RCS  C37CR-65  (R1) 


a.  Personnel!  Non* 
b*  Operations 


(a)  OBSERVATION.  Beoause  of  the  excessive  distance*  in¬ 
volved,  Battalion  Headquarters  oannot  Maintain  communications  with  units 
esoorting  convoys,  The  average  oua  way  distance  trarelad  on  convoy  os- 
oorts  is  156  b  (310  lot  round  trip),  which  is  vail  beyond  the  range  of 
the  radios  assigned  to  the  Battalion.  Currant  procedure  is  that  the  Mil¬ 
itary  Police  escort  will  be  provided  the  frequency  and  oall  signs  by  the 
unit  being  supported.  Because  of  the  number  of  convoys  the  Battalion  #■- 
oorts,  it  is  normal  to  have  three  different  convoy  escorts  operating  at 
the  ease  tine  on  thres  frequencies  and  an  equal  number  of  call  aigna.  Af¬ 
ter  departure  from  the  bone  station,  all  eomauni cation  a  between  Battalion 
Headquarters  and  the  escort  is  lost. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Conroys  operating  on  QL  1,  11  and  21  are 
Within  operating  radio  range  with  MACV  Advisor  teams  stationed  along 
their  routes.  Though  each  sector  operates  on  a  different  frequency,  the 
teens  ere  oblo  to  cocasunicato  with  their  adjacent  sectors.  The  obtaining 
of  the  frequencies  of  the  MACV  loans  allows  communications  through  rslay 
throughout  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  that  can  be  used  by  MP*s  on  convoy  es¬ 
cort  duty.  Contact  haa  been  nade  by  the  97th  MP  Eh  with  the  Advisor  Teaas, 
and  frequencies  have  been  exchanged  between  the  advisors  and  tho  Military 
Polloe,  allowing  communications  along  the  convoy  routes  in  the  event  of 
any  emergency  or  hostilo  action. 

(0)  RECOM! EHDATION .  Rooowmend  that  units  conducting  sim¬ 
ilar  type  operations  contact  MACV  Advisor  Teams  along  thoir  frequently 
traveled  routes  and  ostnblish  a  rapport  with  those  toams.  Each  patrol  and 
convoy  aacort  should  h&vo  available  to  it  the  froquencios  and  call,  signs 
of  dust  off,  gun  chips  -  aroa  PM1 a  and  all  MACV  Advisor  Teams  located  with¬ 
in  their  areas  of  oporutiona. 


(a)  OBSERVATION.  Infantryoon  assignod  to  tho  Battalion  are 
secured  primarily  from  hospital  channols  after  having  aorvod  in  an  infantry 
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lino  unit.  Thoao  poraonnol  must  perform  atatic  security  duty,  which 
haa  little  rolationahip  to  their  former  dutiea  and  requirements .  The 
maintenance  of  high  morale  under  theae  circumstances  ia  extreaoly  dif¬ 
ficult,  since  the  men  feel  that  tho  atandarda  of  a  epit  and  polish  com¬ 
bat  cupport  branch  (Military  Polioe)  are  being  imposed  on  infantrymen, 
whom  are  combat  troops.  This,  added  to  the  fact  that  they  feol  that 
the  MP'a  get  the  glamourous  jobs  while  they  work  the  dull,  monotonous 
stationary  guard  posts,  adds  to  the  resentment  of  the  infantryman. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  A  auocessful  attempt  has  been  made  to 
integrate  tho  infantrymen  of  the  Battalion  with  the  Military  Policcnon 
on  aa  many  occasions  as  possible.  The  vehicle  usod  to  offect  this  ap¬ 
proach  ia  convoy  escorts.  Infantrymen  are  employed  aa  machine  gunners 
on  convey  escorts  at  every  opportunity.  The  results  of  this  program 
have  been  threo-fold.  First,  the  infantrymen  aro  working  with  the  Mil¬ 
itary  Police,  which  dovolops  comradeship  between  members  of  two  dissim¬ 
ilar  units  worldng  togothor  for  a  common  goal.  Secondly,  infantrymon 
are  eager  to  volunteor  aa  gunners  on  convoys  and  do  so  at  every  oppor¬ 
tunity,  Lastly,  tho  utilization  of  two  infantrymon  and  four  MP‘s  on 
the  avorago  escort  makes  additional  Military  Policomon  available  to  per¬ 
form  on  special  commitments  and  those  commitments  that  security  guards 
are  unablo  to  perform. 

(o)  RECOMMENDATION.  Rocommond  that  other  units  oxporionc- 
ing  the  condition  as  oxproasod  abovo  consider  integration  of  Infantry 
peraonnol  into  activities'  which  would  allow  them  to  work  closer  with  tho 
Military  Polico. 

(3)  Additional  Armor  Plating  for  1/4  Ton  Trucks 

(a)  OBSERVATION,  This  organization  has  oxporionccd  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  securing  armor  kits  to  harden  its  l/4  ton  trucks  that  aro  uaod 
on  convoy  escorts  and  highway  patrols.  Whilo  kits  may  bo  fabricatod  from 
2  1/2  ton  truck  hardening  kits,  aovoral  areas  of  tho  truck  nxo  loft  ex- 
posod,  tho  most  notablo  of  which  is  tho  gas  tank.  Explosion  of  a  command 
detonated  mine  under  th  j  gas  tank  will  cause  tho  gas  tank  to  rupture  and 
the  gas  to  burn,  as  ocr.'red  to  a  truck  of  this  Battalion  on  22  March  1968, 
resulting  in  one  man  killed  and  two  men  receiving  third  degree  burns  over 
35jt  of  their  bodies. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Bolting  of  a  piece  of  armor  plating  to 
the  fender  carriage  of  tho  vehicle  will  deflect  the  blast  away  from  the 
gas  tank  and  absorb  the  majority  of  tho  heat  tha'*.  accompanies  the  blast. 
Though  the  blast  will  sear  the  bolts  cn  tho  placing,  the  presence  of  the 
plating  will  greatly  reduce  the  probability  of  a  fire  and  absorb  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  tho  blast  and  schrapnel. 
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(o)  RIOCHHHDATIGH ,  leoooaand  that  additional  error 
pie  tin*  be  added  under  the  p<  tank*  Additional  looatione  for  place¬ 
ment  of  armor  plating  are  the  back  of  the  driver  and  passenger  eeate 
and  the  passenger  floor  board. 

o.  Training  Hone 
-  d.  Intelligence:  Hone 


*•  Logistical  None 
f*  Organisation t  None 


2  Iacl 

1.  Organisational 
Chart 

2.  TET  Hostilities 


Commanding 


DI31MB0TI0NI 

2  -  Coinwder  In  Chief,  United  Stated  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GFOF-DT, 

APO  96558 

3  -  Cowan  din*  General,  Uhited  States  Army,  Vletram,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DST, 

APO  96375 

5  -  Commanding  Officer,  16th  Military  Police  Group,  ATTN:  AVBGF-B,  APO 
962^0 


10 


FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


FOR  OFFICIAL  OSE  ONLY 


AYBGF  (15  tty  68)  1st  Ind 

SUBJSCTs  Operational  Report*  -  Leaeona  Learned  for  the  .quarterly  Period 
Ending  30  April  1968,  RC3  CSFOR-65  (97th  KP  Bn,  V-FNV-AA) 

BA,  Headquarter a,  1 6th  Military  Police  Group,  APO  96240 

TOi  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  (ACSFOR,  DA),  Washington,  D.C.  20J10 

Commanding  General,  18th  Military  Police  Brigade,  ATTN :  AVBGC, 

APO  96491 

1.  (0)  The  Operatimal  Reports  for  the  Quarterly  Period  Ending  JO  April 
1968,  from  the  97th  Military  Police  Battalion,  APO  96312,  is  inclosed. 

2.  (FOUO)  This  command  considers  the  report  adequate.  The  following 
comments  refer  to  parts  of  the  report  as  indicated  1 

a.  This  headquarters  concurs  with  the  observation,  evaluation  and 
recommendation  made  in  Section  2,  para  b  (l).  All  elements  of  the 
conaand  have  implemented  the  recommendation  of  the  97th  Military  Police 
Battalion.  As  a  result,  military  police  patrols  and  convoy  escorts 
have  increased  their  capability  in  providing  responsive  support  to  the 
highway  user. 

b.  This  headquarters  concurs  with  the  observation,  evaluation  and 
recommendation  made  in  Section  2,  para  b  (2).  The  utilization  of 
assigned  infantry  personnel  on  convoy  duty  serves  as  a  field  expedient 
measure  which  can  be  utilized  to  overcome  a  shortage  of  military  police¬ 
men.  This  measure  serves  to  give  a  battalion  of  thiB  type  a  greater 
degree  of  flexibility  with  respect  to  its  resources.  The  97th  Military 
Police  Battalion,  with  its  two  military  police  companies,  is  restricted 
in  its  military  police  resources.  This  command  has  givv'n  the  97th 
Military  Police  Battalion  permission  to  fill  the  machine  gunner  posi¬ 
tion  on  convoy  escorts  with  their  assigned  infantry  personnel. 

c.  This  command  concurs  with  the  observation,  evaluation  and 
recommendation  made  in  Section  2,  para  b  (j).  The  97th  Military  Police 
Battalion  is  currently  modifying  existing  armored  i*  ton  trucks  as 
recomnended.  In  addition,  this  modification  program  has  been  expanded 
to  include  all  elements  of  this  command.  The  use  of  armored  ^  ton 
trucks  is  an  interim  measure  pending  issue  to  the  18th  Military  Police 

/’  Brigade  of  the  V-100  armored  car  which  has  been  proven  in  the  field 
far  superior  to  the  armored  i  ton  truck. 


// 

FOR  OFFICIAL  BSE  ONLY 

_ ^ 
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1  'ey  -  GG,  18th  M?  Bde 
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iTBOC  (Ukrlt)  iaiiid 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Leaaona  LhrmiI  for  tho  Quarterly  Poriod 
Kodlnf  30  April  I960,  108  CSPOR  -  6$  (Rl) 

DA,  KADQUARTBRS,  18TH  XILITAIT  POLIO  MICULEB,  APO  961(91  IB  JUMftll 

TOi  "  —  nil  111  Oeneral,  United  State a  A Tiatnaa,  ATTKt  AVHOC-DST, 

APO  96375 

1«  leferenoe  iteu  oonoaminf  cnwumioationa  lrlth  corrroy  eacorta,  Saction  II, 
pa«a  8  aad  para  2a,  lat  Iadi  Concur  with  raoo— ndatlon  and  lat  Ind.  Thla 
information  «&U  ba  furniahad  to  aubordinata  unlta  of  thla  ooaamnd. 

2.  Reference  itaa  eoooerninc  utilifatian  of  paraonaal  in  111  MM  in  Military 
Polloa  Batta Ilona,  Saotlon  n,  pap  8  aad  para  2b,  lat  Indt  Concur  with 
reoomendatlon  aad  lat  Ind.  Thla  information  will  ba  forwarded  to  other 
battaliooa  aaaifaad  Infantry  oowpenlea. 

3*  Bafaranoa  itaa  eoooarnlac  additional  a nor  platli*  for  h  ton  truok, 
SaoUon  n,  pap  9  and  para  2o,  lat  Iadt  Concur  with  raao— ndation  and 
lat  Ind.  Tha  MOB  Standardlaatlon  aubedtted  to  US  ARY,  19  Oct  67,  included 
18  19-370  MP  Coqpeniea.  Alao,  18  armor  kite  (*  ton  trucka)  vara  raquaatad 
for  eaoh  of  thaaa  co^paniea. 

FOR  THE  CGNliXIEXi 


CPI,  AOC 
Aaat  Adjutant 
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AVHGC-DST  (13  May  68)  3d  Ind  CPT  ArnoWA?*/1^  4485 

SUBJECT:  Operational -Report  of  97th  Military  Police  Battalion  for 
Period  Ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  . 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  j  ^ 

TO:  Coanaader  in  Chief,  United  States  Ars y.  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1968  from  Headquarters,  97th 
Military  Police  Battalion  as  indorsed. 


2.  Concur  with  report  as  suboitted. 


FOR  THE  C0M4ANDER: 


Copy  furnished: 
HQ,  18th  HP  Bde 
HQ,  97th  MP  Bn 


JOHN  v.  OETCHELL 

CMtafn,  AGC 

Adjutant 
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CPOP-DT  (13  my  M)  4th  lad 

fUUICTt  Operational  llf«rt  •(  IQ,  97th  MP  la  for  Ported  lading 
30  April  194* ,  ICS  CSPOt-tS  (hi) 

WR,  OS  Army,  Pacific,  APO  Sen  Praaclaco  9453S  t  7  M  1968 

TO i  Aeslatent  Chief  of  Staff  for  Porce  Development,  Department  of  the 
Any,  Waahlngton,  D.  C.  20310 

Ihla  headquartera  haa  evaluated  aubject  report  cad  forwarding  iadorae- 
aaata  aad  concur a  in  the  report  aa  ladoraed. 

PC*  TVS  CCMM4H3UL  H  CX10I 


- 


CL  SHOOT 
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1*  CAM  RANH  HAYt  At  0230  hra,  30  January  1968,  information  wa a  received 
that  tha  air  baa  a  at  Dong  Ba  Thin  vm  under  mortar  attack.  All  poata  op- 
aratlng  on  tha  maininnd  vara  rainforced  vith  additional  paraonnal  and  auto¬ 
matic  vaapona.  At  0530  hra  this  headquarters  vaa  notified  that  thara  vaa 
fighting  in  Nha  Trang  and  throughout  tha  major  citiaa  of  South  Vietnam. 

A  raquaat  for  additional  ascunition  mu  racairad  from  OPT  Hadlock,  Co  A, 
504th  HP  Bn  at  0930  hra.  At  0945  hra  MAJ  HacDornall  (S-3,  16th  HP  Gp) 
notifiad  this  headquarters  to  have  tha  218th  HP  Co  aasaahla  one  platoon 
vith  oombat  equipment  for  movement  to  Hha  Trang,  on  ordar  of  Camanding 
Officer.  16th  MP  Group.  LT  Blankenahip  (00,  218th  MP  Co)  and  ona  platoon 
of  tha  218th  MP  Co  vaa  airlifted  in  oarial  to  Nha  Trang  vith  tha  addition¬ 
al  ammunition  requaatad  by  Co  A,  504th  MP  Bn.  At  1700  hra  thia  hoadqpaf- 
tera  recoivod  a  ropoft  frdm  Dalat  that  all  vaa  quiet.  At  0500  hra  31  Jan¬ 
uary  1968  a  reported  aquad  of  VC  had  landed  at  Can  Ranh  Bay  and  vaa  occu¬ 
pying  caves  near  Alaska  Barge  and  Transport  Co.  A  platoon  of  Infantry  and 
MP  vaa  diapatched  under  the  comand  of  LT  Cook,  D/5lat  Infantry,  A  twelve 
hour  search  of  tha  area  not  vith  negative  results .  At  1300  hra  throe  ar¬ 
mored  Jaaps  vara  dispatched  to  Can  Ranh  Oily  to  operate  road  blocks  vith 
national  Police  and  ARVN  Forces. 

In  tha  early  looming  of  3  February  1966,  the  Military  Police  aocurity 
guard  at  the  transformer  site  spotted  a  svinmor  coning  ashore  near  his 
poet.  Tho  svinmor  disappeared  into  a  rocky  grove,  and  a  soarch  of  the 
area  met  vith  negative  results. 

At  0330  hrs,  SP4  Kover,  Dalat  Dotachnont,  notifiod  the  Battalion  that 
tha  Dalat  Dotachnont  vaa  under  attack  from  heavy  automatic  v capons  firo 
and  that  thoy  had  notifiod  MAG7, 

On  3  February  1968  a  request  vas  roceivod  from  the  MP  Detaohmont  in 
Dalat  and  fron  16th  Military  Polico  Group  in  Hha  Trang  for  aanunition  - 
10,000  rds  7.62  and  300  rds  /flm  voro  aont  to  Dalat;  24,000  rds  7.62  link, 
14,000  rda  7.62,  720  rds  40mm,  200  M-26  gronados,  and  360  Whito  Star  Clus¬ 
ters  voro  eont  to  Hha  Trang,  At  1700  hrs  3  February  1968,  this  hoadquar- 
ters  roceivod  a  roquoot  fron  tho  mayor  of  Can  Ranh  Villago  for  four  (4) 
two  nan  patrole  to  vork  vith  National  Police.  Tho  Battalion  vas  ablo  to 
provido  tvo  of  tho  patrols  requostod. 

On  4  Fobruary  1968  tvo  non  and  10,000  rds  7.62  vere  sent  to  Dalat  to 
replace  tho  casualties  and  supplies  lost  or  expended  by  the  squad  in  Da-  * 
l*t. 


2.  HHA  TRANG t  On  29  January  1968,  at  approximately  1400  hrs,  information 
vaa  received  fron  intelligence  sources  that  a  large  enemy  force  vas  ex¬ 
pected  to  move  on  the  city  of  Nha  Trang  later  that  night.  This  informa¬ 
tion  vaa  apparently  received  fron  a  reliable  source  in  or  near  the  city 
of  Nha  Trang.  During  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  29  January  1968,  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  enemy  force  apparently  infiltrated  into  the  city,  but  no 
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lotion  wo  obaarvad  through  2400  hr*  that  day.  At  approximately  0100  . 
hr*  30  January  1968,  tho  o antral  Canh  Sat  hoadquartara  locatod  in  Canh 
8at  Cirol*  in  down  town  Hha  Tranf  va*  token  under  fire  by  an  undetermined 
abater  of  seamy.  During  thia  fire  fight,  two  HP  patrols  conaiating  of 
eight  men  on  regular  patrol  vont  to  the  aaaiatanoo  of  the  Canh  Sata  and 
at  the  oomplotion  of  the  fire  fight,  thrao  onemy  voro  known  dead  and  an 
undatenained  maaber  had  oacapod  the  a cent,  From  thia  point  until  approx¬ 
imately  0400  hr a,  macro  us  aniping  inoidonta  took  plaoo  throughout  tho 
city,  mainly  centered  in  or  cround  tho  train  dopot,  main  bus  atation, 
and  at  award  of  tho  coaronta  throughout  Sha  Trang.  During  tho  period 
df  thoae  aporadio  incidanta,  a  large  on«y  foroe  oonaiating  of  thirty  to 
forty  NVA  and  Viot  Cong  mado  a  major  attack  on  Roborts  Compound  and  tho 
oompound  of  the  272d  KP  Company  aorpee  tho  atroot  from  Roborta  Compound, 
Prom  0245  bra  until  0730  hra  tho  272d  HP  Co  wca  cblo  to  hold  off  tho  on- 
emy  without  caaiatanoo.  After  rocoiving  aovorol  oaauoltioa,  tho  unit 
waa  aubaequently  pinned  down  behind  a  concrete  wall  at  the  front  of  the 
compound  by  fire  from  enesqr  located  in  a  houae  aoroaa  the  street.  Part 
of  the  enemy  force  ms  successful  in  infiltrating  the  compound.  Assis¬ 
tance  waa  called  for  to  repel'  the  enemy  and  was  answered  by  lumbers  of 
the  504th  MP  Eh,  Oo  A,  and  218th  HP  Oo  personnel  who  were  at  that  time 
ioatterod  throughout  the  oity.  On  arrival  of  supporting  units,  the  en¬ 
emy^  looation  was  taken  under  fire.  Supporting  units  arrived  at  approx¬ 
imately  0800  hrs,  and  at  approximately  1030  hrs,  after  a  heavy  fire  fight, 
the  en mj  force  was  silenced.  Observation  showed  eighteen  en«y  had  been 
killed,  five  wounded,  and  sevon  taken  prisoner.  Several  small  aims,  gro- 
nadee,  automatic  weapons  and  satchel  charges  were  confiscated.  Almost 
immediately  after  loaving  tho  sceno  of  this  incident  a  call  was  received 
that  the  Canh  Sat  hoadquartars  had  again  boon  taken  undor  firo  by  enemy 
forces.  Three  KP  patrols  consisting  of  tuelvo  non  answered  the  call  for 
assistance,  and  upon  arrival  at  tho  scono,  gavo  assistance  in  tho  firo 
fight  which  rosultod  in  throo  onemy  killod. 

On  30  January  1968  at  approximately  1230  hrs  a  platoon  of  MP's  from 
the  218th  MP  Co,  Cem  Ranh  Bay,  arrived  on  orders  from  16th  MP  Gp,  to 
reinforce  the  MP  units  already  in  Nha  Trang,  This  platoon  was  met  at 
the  air  base  and  given  transportation  to  Coop  McDermott,  at  which  time 
they  were  billeted  in  the  transient  barracks  operated  by  the  54th  Sup¬ 
port  Company,  For  the  remainder  of  the  day  until  1800  hrs  sporadic 
sniper  f ire  was  reported  throughout  the  city,  and  was  responded  to  by 
various  MP  units. 

At  1800  hrs  30  January  1963,  20  personnel  from  the  2d  platoon,  218th 
1!P  Co,  were  sent  to  the  PMO  to  provide  security.  An  additional  10  per¬ 
sonnel  were  sent  to  the  King  Duy  Tan  Hotel  as  security.  At  approximately 
0100  hrs  3l  January  196*1,  the  personnel  at  the  King  Duy  Tan  Hotel  came 
under  fire  from  en  unknown  sized  enemy  force  located  in  a  convent  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  hot-VL,  At  the  eamo  time  additional  onemy  fire  was  received 
from  the  beach  on  tho  opposite  side  of  the  road.  The  enemy  force  was 
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taken  rodsr  fix*,  but  no  determination  could  be  made  as  to  eoem 7  cas-  * 
ualtl— ,  Durlnf  tho  fire  fight,  one  HP  vu  wounded  and  evacuated  to 
the  8th  Held  Hospital,  liha  Trang,  bjr  ambulanco.  For  the  remaining 
hours  of  darkness  both  tho  PH)  and  the  King  Duy  Tan  Hotol  rocoirod 
sporadic  sniper  fire  which  was  ro turned  vhon  possible.  Ho  further 
casualtios  were  sustainod  by  frlondly  forcos.  Bncsay  casualties  woro 
unknown.  At  approximately  0600  hrs  31  January  1968  AKVH  woro  movod 
into  the  city  to  establish  martial  lav.  MP  units  in  Nha  Trang  contin¬ 
ued  tho  responsibility  of  safeguarding  tho  PHD,  King  Duy  Tan  Hotol,  and 
othar  ooopounds  occupiod  by  US  Forcos, 

3."  DAMTi  At  approximately  0130  hrs  30  January  1968  Military  Policcmon 
hoard  gunfiro  coning  from  tho  roar  of  thoir  villa.  All  poraonr.ol  assumod 
defensive  positions  and  at  0200  hrs  thay  vers  attacked  by  an  estimated 
oompany  of  Viet  Cong,  SOT  Corner,  HOOIC  of  the  detachment,  called  MAC7 
to  adrise  them  they  were  under  attaek.  He  was  informed  that  no  aasia- 
tanco  was  available*  Military  Policemen  continuad  to  hold  off  the  Viet 
Cong  advance  from  0200  hrs  until  0630  hrs  when  SGT  Corser  made  a  net  rad¬ 
io  call  for  assistance*  At  0730  hrs  a  rsaction  force  from  the  362d  Sig¬ 
nal  Ck*pany  arrived  end  assisted  the  KP5a  in  the  evacuation  of  the  villa. 
IXiring  tho  five  hour  fire  fight  the  Military  Police  cere  subject  to  auto¬ 
matic  weapons  fire  and  rocket  fire.  One  rocket  round  hit  the  second 
floor  bathroom,  resulting  in  three  men  wounded  (two  non  from  the  218th 
MP  Co  and  one  man  from  the  981at  HP.Co  (SD) ) . 

After  evacuating  thoir  wounded,  the  Military  Police  provided  security 
for  the  US  Army  Dispensary  at  Ealat  and  escorted  aabulancos  from  the  dis¬ 
pensary  to  the  helipad  near  tho  3&2d  Signal  Company. 

It  was  while  escorting  an  ambulance  that  SGT  Corsor  was  wounded  on 
5  February  1968.  Estimated  oneay  casualtios  inflictod  by  Ealat  Military 
Police  Detachmont*  40  onoqy  KIA;  unknown  on  coy  VIA. 


IV 

FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY.. 


19 


DD  ,'r..1473 


.  UNCLASSIFIED 


riur^Kmilntn 


